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ORDER OF WORSHIP
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Song of Gathering  Ancient of Days

Though the nations rage, kingdoms rise and fall
There is still one King reigning over all
So I will not fear for this truth remains
That my God is, the Ancient of Days

Chorus:
None above Him, none before Him
All of time in His hands
For His throne it shall remain and ever stand
All the power, all the glory
I will trust in His name
For my God is, the Ancient of Days

Though the dread of night overwhelms my soul
He is here with me, I am not alone
O His love is sure, and He knows my name
For my God is, the Ancient of Days

Though I may not see what the future brings
I will watch and wait for the Saviour King
Then my joy complete, standing face to face
In the presence of the Ancient of Days

Welcome and Announcements

Song of Gathering: This first song of the service 
is meant to prepare our minds and hearts for 
worship. Feel free to sing along or simply medi-
tate as we begin our time worshiping God.



Call to Worship from Psalm 57:9-11 

 Leader:   I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; 
   I will sing praises to you among the nations.

 People: For your steadfast love is great to the heavens,
   Your faithfulness to the clouds.

 All:   Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your 
glory be over all the earth! 

Song of Praise   Holy Holy Holy
 
Holy, holy, holy
Lord, God Almighty
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee
Holy, holy, holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons blessed Trinity

Holy, holy, holy
Though the darkness hide Thee
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see
Only Thou art holy;
there is none beside Thee
Perfect in power, in love, and purity

Holy, holy, holy
Lord, God Almighty
All Thy works shall praise Thy name 
in earth and sky and sea
Holy, holy, holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons blessed Trinity

Call to Worship: We worship because we are 
called to do so. This call, usually taken from a 
psalm, is an invitation into the presence of God; 
to worship and praise him.

Song of Praise: We enter into God’s presence 
praising him for who he is, and delighting in his 
desire to be in relationship with us.



Prayer of Adoration             (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer)    
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Confession    1 John 1:8-10

 Leader:  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.”

 People:  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for-
give us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness.

 All:   “If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar,   
 and his word is not in us.”

 

Prayer of Adoration: Praying is essential to 
worship. As we pray, we begin by adoring God 
for who he is and what he has done through his 
son Jesus. We conclude this prayer by  
reciting together the Lord’s Prayer.

Call to Confession: As we praise God, and 
through the Spirit showing us, we become 
aware of our own imperfections in light of our 
perfect God. In love, God calls us to freely and 
openly confess our sins before him.



Prayer of Confession    
 
Adapted from Psalm 12:1-2, 6, 14:1-3, and 139:23-24    

 Leader:   O Lord, the godly have gone, and no one faithful is 
found among us.

 People:   Though your words are pure words, Lord, we ut-
ter lies to our neighbors, speaking in vain flattery 
and deceit for the sake of our own gain.

 Leader:   In our foolishness, we deny you, saying that there is 
no God.

 People:   Together we have become corrupt; none of us 
does good.

 Leader:   In vain you look down on the children of man for 
the godly, for one who seeks after you with a pure 
heart.

 People:   Together we have become corrupt; none of us 
does good, not even one.

 All:    Search us, O God, and know our hearts! Try us 
and know our thoughts! And see if there be any 
grievous way in us, and lead us, eternal Father, 
in the way of everlasting life. Hear our prayers, 
O Lord, for the sake of your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Confession of Sin: Sin is not only something 
that we’ve done wrong. Rather, it’s a state of 
being that we’re born into, and that we need 
saving from. It is impossible to conquer sin on 
our own, or make amends for it by our own ac-
tions. Our only hope is to turn to Christ, asking 
that he forgive and conquer sin for us, and - by 
grace alone and through faith alone - save us. 



Assurance of Forgiveness      Titus 3:4-7 
 
Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is 
near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion 
on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

Song of Thanks   O Love That Will Not Let Me Go

O love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee.
I give thee back the life I owe,  
that in thine oceans depths its flow.
May richer fuller be.

O light followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee.
My heart restores its borrowed ray,  
that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day.
May brighter fairer be.

O joy that seekest me through pain,  
I cannot close my heart to thee.
I chase the rainbow through the rain,  
and feel the promise is not vain.
That morn shall tearless be.

O cross that liftest up my head,  
I dare not ask to fly from thee.
I lay in dust’s life’s glory dead,  
and from the ground there blossoms red.
Life that shall endless be.

Assurance of Forgiveness: As we confess our 
sin, God offers us the assurance that, in Jesus, 
we are forgiven and loved regardless of what 
we’ve done in the past. Because of Jesus, we 
are no longer condemned by our sin, but are 
brought into new life by the Spirit.

Song of Thanks: Knowing that we are forgiven, 
and knowing that Jesus has reconciled us with 
God the Father, we sing with thankful hearts.



Sermon    Hearts Set Apart for Christ            
 
Central text   1 Peter 3:13-22 
 
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be 
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to 
suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing 
evil.
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the un-
righteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and pro-
claimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not 
obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, 
now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to 
him.

Sermon: Though spoken by a person, we  
are to hear the sermon as God speaking to  
us. A sermon is a study in God’s Word, the  
announcement of the good news in Christ, and 
an invitation to apply the truth of God’s Word to 
our daily lives. At Gracehill, our sermons are not 
generally based on certain themes; rather, we 
study through individual books of the Bible.



Song of Response    Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder
 
Let us love and sing and wonder 
Let us praise the Savior’s name 
He has hushed the law’s loud thunder 
He has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame 
He has washed us with His blood 
He has washed us with His blood 
He has washed us with His blood 
He has brought us nigh to God.

Let us love the Lord Who bought us 
Pitied us when enemies 
Called us by His grace and taught us 
Gave us ears and gave us eyes 
He has washed us with His blood 
He has washed us with His blood 
He has washed us with His blood 
He presents our souls to God.

Let us sing though fierce temptation 
Threatens hard to bear us down 
For the Lord, our strong salvation, 
Holds in view the conqueror’s crown 
He, Who washed us with His blood, 
He, Who washed us with His blood, 
He, Who washed us with His blood, 
Soon will bring us home to God.

Let us wonder grace and justice 
Join and point to mercy’s store 
When through grace in Christ our trust is 
Justice smiles and asks no more 
He Who washed us with His blood 
He Who washed us with His blood 
He Who washed us with His blood 
Has secured our way to God.

Song of Response: We sing in response to the 
hearing of God’s faithfulness and love for his 
people, as revealed in his son Jesus.



Benediction     

Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Benediction: As we conclude the service, the 
benediction is a blessing by God, as found in 
Scripture, for us individually and as a united 
church. We take this blessing with us as we - car-
rying the light of the gospel - go out into a dark 
world, that others may see the Light.

Doxology: In the Greek - doxologia, a word 
(logos) of glory (doxa). The doxology is an ancient 
hymn of praise, and has been part of the wor-
ship service in many churches for centuries. It is 
sung in response to the Lord’s abundant grace 
for us and his church.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Get Connected:  If you would like to be added to the weekly email 
list, learn of ways to serve, schedule a time to meet with Ben, or 
would like to submit prayer requests, please send an email to: 
office@gracehillgr.church
 

             

 
If you’d like to meet to find out more about Gracehill, or ways to get connected, please contact 
Ben Seneker at: 828.656.3453, or email benseneker@gracehillgr.church; or contact elder Ken 
Morse at gkmorse60@gmail.com




