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Song of Gathering	 Psalm 23/The Lord’s My Shepherd

The Lord's my Shepherd I'll not want
He makes me lie in pastures green
He leads me by the still still waters
His goodness restores my soul

Chorus
And I will trust in You alone
And I will trust in You alone
For Your endless mercy follows me
Your goodness will lead me home

He guides my ways in righteousness
And He anoints my head with oil
And my cup it overflows with joy
I feast on His pure delights (Chorus)

And though I walk the darkest path
I will not fear the evil one
For You are with me
And Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know (Chorus)

Song of Gathering: This first song of the service 
is meant to prepare our minds and hearts for 
worship. Feel free to sing along or simply medi-
tate as we begin our time worshiping God.



Welcome and Announcements     

 
Call to Worship	 1 Peter 1:3; 2:9

	 Leader:		� Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
     			   He has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
     			   through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

	 All:		�  He has called us out of darkness and into his marvelous 
light.

Call to Worship: We worship because we are called 
to do so. This call, usually taken from a psalm, is an 
invitation into the presence of God; to worship and 
praise him.



Song of Praise 	 Wonderful, Merciful Savior 

Wonderful, merciful Savior
Precious Redeemer and Friend
Who would have thought that a Lamb could
Rescue the souls of men
Oh, You rescue the souls of men

Counselor, Comforter, Keeper
Spirit we long to embrace
You offer hope when our hearts have
Hopelessly lost our way
Oh, we've hopelessly lost the way

Chorus
You are the One that we praise
You are the One we adore
You give the healing and grace
Our hearts always hunger for
Oh, our hearts always hunger for

Almighty, infinite Father
Faithfully loving Your own
Here in our weakness You find us
Falling before Your throne
Oh, we're falling before Your throne

Prayer of Adoration    (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer)        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Song of Praise: We enter into God’s presence 
praising him for who he is, and delighting in his 
desire to be in relationship with us.

Prayer of Adoration: Praying is essential to wor-
ship. As we pray, we begin by adoring God for 
who he is and what he has done through his son 
Jesus. We conclude this prayer by reciting togeth-
er the Lord’s Prayer



Call to Confession 	 Psalm 62:5-8
 
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him.
He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is 
God. Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; 
God is a refuge for us. 

Prayer of Confession (followed by Silent Confession)   

Grant, Almighty God, that as you constantly remind us in your word, and 
have taught us by so many examples, that there is nothing permanent 
in this world, but that the things which seem the firmest tend to ruin, 
and instantly fall and of themselves vanish away, when by your breath 
you shake your strength in which men trust—O grant that we, being 
really subdued and humbled, may not rely on earthly things, but raise 
up our hearts and our thoughts to heaven, and there fix the anchor of 
our hope; and may all our thoughts abide there until at length, when 
you have led us through our course on earth, we shall be gathered into 
that celestial kingdom which has been obtained for us by the blood of 
your only begotten Son. Amen.

—John Calvin (1509-1564)

Call to Confession: As we praise God, and through 
the Spirit showing us, we become aware of our 
own imperfections in light of our perfect God. In 
love, God calls us to freely and openly confess our 
sins before him.

Confession of Sin: Sin is not only something that 
we’ve done wrong. Rather, it’s a state of being that 
we’re born into, and that we need saving from. It 
is impossible to conquer sin on our own, or make 
amends for it by our own actions. Our only hope 
is to turn to Christ, asking that he forgive and con-
quer sin for us, and - by grace alone and through 
faith alone - save us.



Assurance of Forgiveness	 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 

Song of Thanks	 Arise, My Soul, Arise 
 
Arise, my soul, arise,
shake off your guilty fears;
The bleeding sacrifice,
on my behalf appears;
Before the throne my Surety stands,
Before the throne my Surety stands,
My name is written on His hands. 

Chorus
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise,
Shake off your guilty fears and rise. 

He ever lives above,
for me to intercede;
His all redeeming love,
His precious blood to plead;
His blood atoned for every race,
His blood atoned for every race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace. 

My God is reconciled;
His pard’ning voice I hear;
He owns me for His child;
I can no longer fear;
With confidence I now draw nigh,
With confidence I now draw nigh,
And "Father, Abba, Father," cry.

Assurance of Forgiveness: As we confess our sin, 
God offers us the assurance that, in Jesus, we are 
forgiven and loved regardless of what we’ve done 
in the past. Because of Jesus, we are no longer 
condemned by our sin, but are brought into new 
life by the Spirit.

Song of Thanks: Knowing that we are forgiven, 
and knowing that Jesus has reconciled us with 
God the Father, we sing with thankful hearts.



Statement of Faith  	 from John 16, Romans 8, and I Corinthians 2

What has the Spirit come to do? 

The Holy Spirit has come to convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because the world does 
not believe in Christ; concerning righteousness, because Christ has 
gone to the Father, and we see him no longer; concerning judgment 
because Satan, the ruler of this world, has been judged.
 
Now that the Spirit has come, he guides us in all truth, speaking to 
us the things of Christ and glorifying him. He searches out the deep 
things of God and declares them to us. The Spirit guarantees us of our 
adoption in Christ and testifies in our hearts that we are children of 
God.



Sermon Title		  Both Word and Power

Central Text	 Mark 12:18-27

18 And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection. And 
they asked him a question, saying, 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a 
man's brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take 
the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 20 There were seven broth-
ers; the first took a wife, and when he died left no offspring. 21 And the second 
took her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. 22 And the 
seven left no offspring. Last of all the woman also died. 23 In the resurrection, 
when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as wife.”

24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you 
know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God? 25 For when they rise from 
the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in 
heaven. 26 And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of 
Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not 
God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.”

 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

Sermon: Though spoken by a person, we  
are to hear the sermon as God speaking to  
us. A sermon is a study in God’s Word, the  
announcement of the good news in Christ, and 
an invitation to apply the truth of God’s Word to 
our daily lives. At Gracehill, our sermons are not 
generally based on certain themes; rather, we 
study through individual books of the Bible.



Song of Response	 On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand
 
On Jordan's stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wishful eye
To Canaan's fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie.

All o’er those wide extended plains,
Shines one eternal day;
There God the Son forever reigns,
And scatters night away.

Chorus 
I am bound (I am bound)
I am bound (I am bound)
I am bound for promised land,
I am bound (I am bound)
I am bound (I am bound)
I am bound for promised land.

No chilling winds nor poisonous breath
Can reach that healthful shore;
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death,
Are felt and feared no more. (Chorus)

When shall I reach that happy place,
And be forever blessed?
When shall I see my Father’s face,
And in His bosom rest? (Chorus)

Song of Response: We sing in response to the 
hearing of God’s faithfulness and love for his 
people, as revealed in his son Jesus.



Benediction	 Hebrews 13:20-21

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do 
his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Doxology    	     

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

If you’d like to meet to find out more about Gracehill, or ways to get connected, or if 
you have specific prayer requests, please contact Ben Seneker at: 616-227-8813, or 
email benseneker@gracehillgr.church; or contact elder Ken Morse at gkmorse60@
gmail.com   

Benediction: As we conclude the service, the 
benediction is a blessing by God, as found in 
Scripture, for us individually and as a united 
church. We take this blessing with us as we - 
carrying the light of the gospel - go out into a 
dark world, that others may see the Light.

Doxology: In the Greek - doxologia, a word 
(logos) of glory (doxa). The doxology is an 
ancient hymn of praise, and has been part 
of the worship service in many churches for 
centuries. It is sung in response to the Lord’s 
abundant grace for us and his church.
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